
Welcome to
Maths in EYFS



The Early Learning Goal is the expected level at the end of the 
Reception year.



This sounds like an enormous task, especially when we 
have to consider how young our children are and what an 
abstract concept number can actually be. What do the 
digits represent? What is 5? What is 12? 

How can young children deepen their understanding 
enough to support their future learning? These are the 
foundation years and we need to make sure that we get 
this right from the very beginning. To get more of an idea 
how confusing this can be, we are going to try something 
different to try and understand what it is like from a 
child’s point of view!



To begin, we need to substitute numbers for 
letters so 1=a 2=b 3=c etc. 



Can you to answer the following:

i + f = 



Did you find yourself using your fingers? You will see young 
children doing this all the time! 
So, we find ourselves in a position where even before we try 
to get them to understand the digits, we need to them 
understand the ‘shape’ of the number. This is where Numicom
comes in! Let us have a look at this introduction to how 
Numicon is used by clicking on the link below.
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=introduction+to+nu
micon&&view=detail&mid=714BBA5E6465523C4A8D714BBA
5E6465523C4A8D&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearc
h%3Fq%3Dintroduction%2520to%2520numicon%26qs%3DAS
%26form%3DQBVR%26sp%3D1%26ghc%3D1%26pq%3Dintro
duction%2520to%2520numi%26sc%3D8-
20%26cvid%3D89A1499136B2402381B27F5351636FCF  





Once the children are familiar with the plates and the 
‘shape’ of the numbers, we can get them to begin to 
understand how this relates to the digit. 
For example, during a Maths session a child asked what 
eleven looked like. Another child said ’eleven is a one and 
a one’. I then took two of the one plates out of the box 
and we decided that one and one is actually two! We 
then discussed that eleven is one ten and one one. 
Although this place value is a tricky concept, we must 
ensure that we are giving the children the correct 
information from the very beginning as early 
misconceptions can cause problems with their later 
understanding.











Things to try at home:
• singing – repeating the language over and over again ensures that it 

becomes embedded.
• Counting on and back but not always starting at the same point.
• 1:1 correspondence – ensuring that children become confident with 

one object = one number. This is extremely important when adding 
and subtracting.

• Sharing – can they share out objects? Practise this with sweets, toys 
etc.

• Cutting food in half then quarters as this language will enable their 
understanding of not only shape but in number too. 

• Looking at numbers within their own environment. Door numbers, 
prices, buses and number plates will all support their recognition 
and confidence.


