
Years 5 & 6 Writing & SpaG
Workshop

Part 2



Helping with SPaG

Getting them to identify and understand the 
different punctuation types and where to put them 
into a sentence

• The main ones to know are:-
• Capital Letters
• Full Stops
• Question Marks
• Exclamation Marks
• Commas
• Apostrophes
• Inverted commas



Helping with SPaG

Working consistently and not mixing them up at 
home helps.

• Not writing in capital letters when they are 
practising any spelling unless it needs it. 

• Always putting capital letters at the beginning of 
sentences, names, months, days and names of 
places.

• Correcting them, when they have capital letters 
in the middle of words or sentences.



Helping with SPaG

The next piece of punctuation to work on is commas

• Using them as part of a list.

• Or in a noun phrase.

• To show an embedded clause.

• Or separating a fronted adverbial or sentence 
opener at the beginning of sentences.



Helping with SPaG

The next piece of punctuation to work on is 
apostrophes

• For contractions:
• Can’t, don’t, I’m, etc.

• For possession:
• Jacob’s school bag
• The dog’s bone

• For possession with plurals
• The children’s work was superb.
• The students’ grades.



Helping with SPaG

The next piece of punctuation to work on is 
inverted commas (speech marks)

• In Year 3, speech should be 
demarcated with inverted commas:
“hello” said Fred.

• In Year 4, we would be expecting inverted 
commas and other punctuation to be used to 
indicate speech.

• “Hello,” said Fred.
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Supporting your child with 
spelling

The children should have a set of spellings to learn 
every week.

They are taken from our Rising Stars spelling 
scheme which incorporates the national curriculum 
word lists and are the spellings/patterns they need 
to know.



Supporting your child with 
spelling

• Word families – showing how words are related 
in form and meaning – e.g. solve, solution, 
dissolve, insoluble

• Prefixes– formation of nouns using prefixes 
(super-, anti-, auto-)

• Using the forms of a or an according to whether 
the next word begins with a consonant or vowel.

• Suffixes (-ing, -er, -ous, -tion, -ssion, -sion, -cian



Supporting your child with 
spelling

Mnemonics – this is when you make up a phrase that 
will help your child to remember the letters in a 
word

SAID – strawberries and ice-cream, delicious

BECAUSE – big elephants can’t always use small 
exits.





Things to help you and your 
child with writing

Getting a dictionary  - helping them to 
find spellings and being confident with 

the alphabet.

Getting a thesaurus – to help them to 
find more interesting words to use in 

their writing.



Books to help

• Oxford Primary Grammar, Punctuation and 
Spelling Dictionary

• Barrington Stoke School Spelling Dictionary

Website for help
• www.oxforddictionaries.com/schools
• www.theschoolrun.com/primary-literacy-

glossary-for-parents
• National Curriculum – spelling
• National Curriculum – Vocab, grammar and 

punctuation 

http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/schools
http://www.theschoolrun.com/primary-literacy-glossary-for-parents
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239784/English_Appendix_1_-_Spelling.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335190/English_Appendix_2_-_Vocabulary_grammar_and_punctuation.pdf


Most importantly,
have fun writing 

with your 
child and please 

support them with their 
homework!


